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MR LIVERMORE: So had you had any - had you had any professional or
social relationship with him before you were first briefed to act for him in
2001, 2002?

MS GOBBO: Not really, no. What had happened was I had - I worked for
Solicitor 1 for two years before becoming a barrister and - - -

MR FITZGERALD: I'm sorry, I didn't catch - who did you work for?
MS GOBBO: Rlelilefi{e]gn ‘.

MR LIVERMORE: A solicitor.

MR FITZGERALD: Yes, thank you.

MS GOBBO: I didn't do my articles there but I worked for him for a couple
of years. He acted for - and it's through him that I met a number of the
Mokbels in the 90s. And in 1996, 97 - maybe - or 97 or 98, one of those years
- I attended the Magistrates' Court to assist - all [ was told was, "Go to the
Magistrates' Court. Some guy called Horty Mokbel has been granted bail on
some tax fraud charges and you've got to go meet some family members and
help them put the surety up." So I went to court, took them to the second floor.
Lo and behold, a few weeks later the Federal Police rang me and asked me if
I'd been present when the surety was put up. It turns out that - they were
alleging that both people who'd put up the surety had sworn false declarations.
And then - I then ended up making a statement, becoming a witness, being
called at a committal, then a trial, and in that - in that time frame as that
process went on I met Tony a number of times.

I was working for_ who was Horty Mokbel's solicitor, and as a
consequence of all of that I then acted for Horty Mokbel. Subsequent to him
being acquitted of the tax charges he was charged with a whole lot of driving
offences and some fraud on a bookmaker. [ was briefed - by then I'd gone to
the bar. I was briefed to appear for him a number of times. That was all 2000,
2001. And at the end of - August 2001, Tony was arrested and charged and he
kept - Tony kept ringing one of his - his brother Horty and asking, "Can you
check this? Can you ring this person? Can you check that?" Horty kept
ringing me saying, "Tony said to ask you this. Tony said to ask you that."

And then I made a very - what will be one of the biggest mistakes I've ever
made in my life, because I said to Horty Mokbel, "Why don't you tell your
brother to put me on his phone list, because it would be easier for him to ring
me directly than for him to ring you, I tell you the answer, you
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problem with it." I didn't know then the ins and outs of the amphetamine war
and who was doing what with whom, but it was apparent that there was a bond
that had formed between them which going back - well, I saw them in 2002,
they weren't even on speaking terms.

Then as time went on, Carl Williams had Zara Garde-Wilson acting for him
and he subsequently managed to convince Tony that it would be a great idea
for him to change to her as well, and then as history shows then he changed -
subsequently changed solicitors and then had whatever relationship he had with
her, and it was often - I on a number of occasions saw Tony with Carl Williams
- Carl and George or just Carl by himself but with Tony.

MR LIVERMORE: This is, what, sort of from mid-2003?
MS GOBBO: Yes, yeah.
MR FITZGERALD: And where would you see them?

MS GOBBO: Mostly in the city around chambers - Williams Street, Lonsdale
Street; sometimes in ||| - 1 vsed o got0a gym in | EGNG
. Tony was a member of the same gym, and from time to
time I'd see him there or I'd see him at the coffee shop next door to it. It was,
you know, , walking. In.a twist of irony, Tony and I actually
but because

they were apartment block numbers it turned out

when I was because the carpark.

MR FITZGERALD: Why was that important?

MS GOBBO: Why was it important? It wasn't important at all. It was a
horrifying thing that - what had occurred was in September 2002 when he was
granted bail, he was bailed to live at his parents' address, or his mum's address
in Coburg. About a month after he was granted bail he changed his address.
We did a bail variation in the Supreme Court and changed his address. The
address on paper meant nothing to me.

Tony knew what car I drove - he could tell whether my car was there or where
[ was. It was almost like he was able to track me down.
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MR FITZGERALD: And you didn't want that?
MS GOBBO: No.
MR FITZGERALD: But you hadn't been threatened at that time?

MS GOBBO: No, I hadn't, I hadn't, but it was still - you need time to yourself.
You need to not be available for these people all the time.

MR FITZGERALD: Mm'hm. Did you think he had some interest in you
other than a professional interest?

MS GOBBO: In a general Lebanese sleazy way, yes. I don't mean that to
sound insulting of him but not - I don't think there was anything specific. 1
mean, the other complicating factor in all this was Tony's now fiancee but back
then girlfriend Danielle McGuire was someone who - because of him - myself
and Con Heliotis acted for, and she went to gaol for drug trafficking - I think
she went to gaol while he was in custody. She was sentenced to 18 months'
gaol. So while - after - she went in while he was in-and then he got bailed
when she was in custody. So while she was away for however many months
that was, he had a lot more free time and he used to - and he drove me more
insane when she wasn't around than when - I got the impression she kept quite
a close hold on him when she was around. So whatever time frame she was
away for, when she was released from prison sometime - would have been
2003, I think, or early 2004 - he had very little time because he was always
with her and the kids.

MR FITZGERALD:  Early in 2002 were you developing concerns about the
extent to which you were becoming caught up in affairs that you might no

longer be able to control?

MS GOBBO: Absolutely. I wouldn't say so much - I wouldn't say early 2002;
2003, definitely.

MR FITZGERALD: Because - when did you |||l

MS GOBBO:

MR FITZGERALD: [
Ms GOoBBO: [N

MR FITZGERALD: Sorry, I should have said by early 2003 you would have
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had some concerns.

MS GOBBO: Yes, that's why I said 2003.

vk FrrzeraLp:

-‘ you're running into him.

MS GOBBO: That's right.

MR FITZGERALD: He ||} - ows when you're home.

MS GOBBO: That's right.
MR FITZGERALD: And from what you - - -

MS GOBBO: He didn't so much know when I was home but he knew that the
car was there.

MR FITZGERALD: His de facto partner is in prison, he's manipulative and
controlling. I mean, it doesn't sound like a very satisfactory situation to find
yourself in.

MS GOBBO: It wasn't. It wasn't.
MR FITZGERALD: Butdid you think it was an option to terminate those - - -

MS GOBBO: Well, that was something that was discussed and more often
than not - occasionally Con Heliotis, being my leader and someone who'd had
a much longer relationship with Tony, he would pull him into line and he
would be okay for a while and then he would be - [ mean, he's still ringing
from Athens now trying to get me to do things. I found a better way of dealing
with him - probably not hindsight but one way of dealing with him was to
agree with him or give the appearance of agreeing with him or acquiescing to
him to save the screaming - we had some screaming arguments over the phone
and in person, but principally over the phone over the years.

MR FITZGERALD: Did you ever ask any of the police officers with whom
you were on friendly terms to intervene in any of this?

MS GOBBO: No, no, not to intervene, no.
MR FITZGERALD: Speak to him?

MS GOBBO: No.
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MR FITZGERALD: I see.

MS GOBBO: And I remember saying - I do remember saying to Hodson, "If
you want to see him, go see him."

MR FITZGERALD: But it was in a context in which you understood that
perhaps Hodson and Dale were accomplices in this.

MS GOBBO: Possibly.
MR FITZGERALD: No more than that?

MS GOBBO: Well, you see, there were lots of different stories, and you don't
sit down with someone and ask them exactly what they did - [ wouldn't ask
someone those questions - - -

MR FITZGERALD: No, no, I understand that but presumably Hodson told
you why he was troubled about seeing Dale, or did he tell you he wanted to see
Dale?

MS GOBBO: No, he wanted to see him. He gave me the impression - not
gave me the impression. I'm sure he said that he - he made out that Dale was
some friend of his and he really missed him and wanted to speak to him which
is what led me to say, "Well,if he's really a friend and he's" - I didn't know
whether they were in it together, or he was setting him up, or they were setting
me up. Call it stupidity, but T didn't know then, but later on I did.

MR FITZGERALD:  Knew what later on?

MS GOBBO: Well, later on when I read Hodson's statement then I knew what
the real situation, at least according to Hodson, had been then.

MR FITZGERALD: Did you act for Hodson, did you say?

MS GOBBO: No.

MR FITZGERALD: No.

MS GOBBO: No. When he was arrested _ acted for him.
MR FITZGERALD: So when you were - - -

MS GOBBO: Sorry, Jim Valos was initially acting for him because Jim Valos
was acting for Andrew and that's who had come to a couple of the meetings I
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had with Terry and Andrew, Jim had come, and then I think he then changed to

r
_,'

MR FITZGERALD: So the advice you were giving Terrence Hodson was
really just ancillary to the advice you were giving his son.

MS GOBBO: That's right. Well, his son had an ongoing court case at the
time.

MR FITZGERALD: But not related to these matters.

MS GOBBO: No, no, no, no, no, completely separate, separate, with Tony, or
connecte with Tony, and Andrew's case was another
one that had been adjourned and adjourned because of the corrupt police Ceja
investigation.

MR FITZGERALD: And again there's no implicit criticisms, I'm just trying to
understand, why if a relative of a client wanted advice from you wouldn't you
say, "Well, speak to a solicitor, perhaps the same solicitor as the client - - -"
MS GOBBO: That's exactly what I did do.

MR FITZGERALD: "- - - and I'll then see them on a - as a barrister."

MS GOBBO: That's exactly what I did do. I said - - -

MR FITZGERALD: But you gave him advice although you weren't his
barrister.

MS GOBBO: No, I said, "Bring him in and I'll speak to him and I'll introduce
him - let's introduce him - well, I'll introduce him to Jim Valos," and that's
exactly what happened.

MR FITZGERALD: But you then saw him subsequently?

MS GOBBO: Yeah, I did, but at least two of those occasions were with Jim.

MR FITZGERALD: Well then, why wasn't he a client?

MS GOBBO: Well, I suppose in terms of giving him advice, yes. Yep, sorry,
I'm not trying to - I'm not trying to - - -

MR FITZGERALD: No, no, I'm not trying to be argumentative. It's a matter
of trying to understand these relationships because as I'm sure you appreciate
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now if not before they're extraordinarily complicated.

MS GOBBO: And I wish people actually paid for all the time they spent with
you, I truly do. The number of times those sorts of things - yeah, I'll sit and
have a cup of coffee and give someone 10 minutes worth of really general
advice. I mean, "What do you need when you need to apply for bail?" These
are the sorts of things.

MR FITZGERALD: No, no. But you're only retainer from Hodson, that is to
say Terrence Hodson, for any purpose was for the advice you gave him during
those few meetings.

MS GOBBO: Yep.

MR FITZGERALD: And that is all you did for him.

MS GOBBO: That's right, and then - and I. I think I did get paid something,
actually, for that, just for a change. The reason I think that happened is
because when he changed solicitors I think - I think Jim Valos asked me to

send him a bill, because then he'd transfer money t-;.

MR FITZGERALD: And was another counsel then engaged for Terrence
Hodson?

MS GOBBO: No, I think |||l did bis bail application himself.

MR FITZGERALD: 1Isee. And that's as far as it had got when he was
murdered.

MS GOBBO: That's - sorry, that's as?
MR FITZGERALD: As far as matter has got when he was murdered?
MS GOBBO: What do you mean? With - with me or?

MR FITZGERALD: Well, with you. Hodson hadn't - I mean, there hadn't
been a committal or - - -

MS GOBBO: No, no, no, no, no, no, nothing. There had been a brief of
evidence served for Dale and Miechel but there hadn't been a committal, no.

MR FITZGERALD: The brief of evidence, though, wasn't - you didn't have a
copy of that.
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