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MENTTON
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MS D. COOMBES appeared on behalf of Corrections Victoria.
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HER HONOUR: I have received communication - or my associate
received communication from Ms Garde-Wilson, indicating
she was being prevented from having a conference in
relation to Mr Williams and correspondence has been
forwarded by Ms Garde-Wilson - no, by Barwon general
manager. Were they delivered by Ms Garde-Wilson?

MR HELIOTIS: Sorry Your Honour?

HER HONOUR: Were copies of the letters delivered by
Ms Garde-Wilson?

MS GOBBO: By Ms Coombs.

HER HONOUR: By Ms Coombs.

MR HELIOTIS: This all started Your Honour, with a request by
Ms Garde-Wilson for a professional visit to Mr Williams.

HER HONOUR: Yes.

MR HELIOTIS: On 21 April, I don't know if Your Honour has a
copy of that letter?

HER HONOUR: I have a copy of - - -

MR HELIOTIS: Written by a Ms Coombs.

HER HONOUR: A letter of 13 April 2006.

MR HELIOTIS: Yes.

HER HONOUR: A copy of a letter of 20 April 2006, from
Garde-Wilson, a copy of a letter 21 April 2006, from
Corrections, and a letter 21 April 2006 from
Garde-Wilson.

MR HORGAN: Your Honour should also have - there is a second
letter dated 13 April 2006, and I must say that's the

letter that concerns the prosecution most of all.
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transcript of what took place. It is unfair to Your
Honour and unfair to me to continue until we examine
that. Obviously Your Honour would not make a ruling to
that effect unless some application is brought before you
and there's a full hearing in relation to the matter.

HER HONOUR: The matter was raised - - -

MR HELIOTIS: - - -as came out in the matter of Mr Douglas
Maher, courts rarely get involved in these sorts of
issues, they are usually matters for the Ethics Committee
but I acknowledge the overriding right to say "Well the
processes of the court are going to be so undermined that
we have to take action and we will prohibit you from
acting". That would only be on a hearing of the issue
before Your Honour.

HER HONOUR: I referred Ms Garde-Wilson to an authority of this
court which I read parts of and said "on the basis of
that, it seems to me clearly that you are conflicted in
relation to this matter", and what I further said was,
she could have nothing to do with this trial, and that
was the undertaking that she gave. Let me just read a
passage to you, Mr Heliotis. It starts at p.8. The
police objected to - - -

MR HELIOTIS: Just a moment, Your Honour, I need to adjust my
arms to this. I didn't anticipate having to read up
here. Yes.

HER HONOUR: Down the bottom of the page, Mr Lancey on behalf
of the police objected to the documents being delivered
to Ms Garde - - -

MR HELIOTIS: Which line are we looking at Your Honour?

HER HONOUR: It starts at line 23, p.8. That is the objection

to Ms Garde-Wilson having the documents. I said my
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what appears on the bottom of p.1l1 at line 28: "Ms
Garde-Wilson has given the court an undertaking that she
will have no further appearance in this case - " no, I'm
sorry, it's a little before that where Ms Garde-Wilson
says "until such time". Yes, p.9 Your Honour. "I give
an undertaking to the court not to have any involvement
in these matters until such time as an appropriate
determination can be made about the conflict issue."

HER HONOUR: There has been no determination made, no
application has been brought in front of me. My
understanding is that Ms Garde-Wilson has nothing further
to do with this case. If she wishes to come back she
needs to make an application to me.

MR HELIOTIS: Very well. I understand that position, Your
Honour, and I will speak to Ms Garde-Wilson about that.
The other problem is this, of course, there are six
matters involving Mr Williams.

HER HONOUR: The letters she has written to the prison make it
quite clear she was seeking to have a conference with her
client about the matters commencing in July 2006. The
matter commencing in July 2006 is this one.

MR HELIOTIS: I understand that. But Your Honour some process
will have to be put in place to ensure that she can
confer with her client in relation to those matters not
involving this issue.

HER HONOUR: At the moment she doesn't need to, they are not
even listed.

MR HELIOTIS: That is, if I may say so, rather preemptory
approach - - -

HER HONOUR: They are not listed.

MR HELIOTIS: - - - to the matter.

.AM:KG 21/04/2006 LL8B 7 DISCUSSION
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in writing. It only was reduced to writing because the
Correction authorities would not permit the contact, the
visit was first requested orally and then it went into
writing and when you do get the writing it is deceptive.

HER HONOUR: I accept it is deceptive in terms of saying what
the conference is about, but she is hardly likely to
write to the prison authorities and say look there's
potential trouble between the two co-accused, we want to
go and sort that out. It does relate to the trial
because if there's going to be potential problems between
the two co-accused that can create trouble for the trial.

MR HORGAN: Your Honour, I've put what I want to put about it.
Your Honour asked me on a previous occasion whether we
would accept an undertaking given by the solicitor. 1In
future we would not. If Your Honour pleases.

HER HONOUR: At the moment the undertaking exists and there can
be no doubt that Ms Garde-Wilson understands what it is.
It's clear is it not Mr Heliotis?

MR HELIOTIS: You are cutting me off from responding, aren't
you, Your Honour. I find in the absence from my friend's
bar table, he has become even more offensive than I
recall him. The reality is, Your Honour, he has failed
to tell you no one could hope to see Mr Williams, not
even a shadow could hope to see Mr Williams without our
friend finding out about it. He has not informed you,
whatever possible motive she thinks she could gain by
seeing Mr Williams in willful breach of an undertaking,
it's just sheer nonsense. If she desperately - - -

HER HONOUR: Mr Heliotis - - -

MR HELIOTIS: - - - had to pass a message to Mr Williams she
could - - -
.AM:KG 21/04/2006 LL8E 17 DISCUSSION

Williams
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HER HONOUR: Is there any reason for doing this? I have
already indicated what my views are.

MR HELIOTIS: Yes, because he stands on his hind legs and he
makes very offensive comments whenever he chooses to and
he doesn't spell any reason for it, he doesn't point out,
Your Honour, well we know what she's about, she
desperately has to see Mr Williams for some reason that
we don't want to tell you, it's just offensive. But,
Your Honour, it is understood. We acknowledge or at
least I acknowledge that it appears to have been a
misunderstanding. We find it inconceivable that anybody
could believe that Ms Garde-Wilson would be so stupid as
having given an undertaking, she has to see Mr Williams
at all costs, she can't pass a message on, but she's
prepared to put it in writing, prepared to go and see him
in the belief that what, Purana's not going to find out
that she's had a visit? 1It's just a nonsense. It was a
misunderstanding. We regret that it's happened. I mean
I can assure you that if I'd seen the transcript
beforehand I wouldn't have spent the last hour of my
Friday afternoon before Your Honour, pleasant as it has
been. But the reality is we now - - -

HER HONOUR: Always is, Mr Heliotis.

MR HELIOTIS: - - - we now understand the position, and I've
indicated it's not necessarily the end of the matter. It
depends on what the Ethics Committee does, we'll come
before Your Honour or we won't.

HER HONOUR: But until then there will be no conference with
Ms Garde-Wilson.

MR HELIOTIS: In the meantime, because of the noises from that

end of the Bar table, what we will do is that we will
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seek some way of trying to restore some calm, and it is a
problem that arose because of Mr Horgan, I must tell you.
I was trying to be a little more polite before, but it's
Mr Horgan who spoke to Mr Valos and we say told him some
of the truth, not all of it, and created the problem.
Now, we've got to try and correct that before a trial
takes place.

HER HONOUR: OK, are we all done with the personal asides and
personal references and unpleasantness, are we; because
this really is quite demeaning to a court?

MR HELIOTIS: It is.

HER HONOUR: This is not the function of this court, to sit and
listen to personal diatribes. All right? ©Now, do I
understand that Ms Garde-Wilson not be seeing
Mr Williams?

MR HELIOTIS: Your Honour, without seeking Your Honour's
permission first, she will not seek to see Mr Williams
again. She does have to see Mr Williams, she's told me,
about two matters that she needs to see Mr Williams about
that has nothing to do with this trial, but for - well,
indirectly may have something to do with this trial, but
can await until such time as you sentence and the matter
of the appeal goes forward.

HER HONOUR: At the moment - - -

MR HELIOTIS: That may affect the trial, and we can only tell
Your Honour this - - -

HER HONOUR: At the moment there is no proposal for sentence,
is there?

MR HELIOTIS: ©Not at the moment, but, Your Honour, if these
things aren't put in place now and instructions are not

sought now and counsel's advice is not sought now, the

.AM:FK 21/04/2006 LLS8F 19 DISCUSSION
Williams



This document has been redacted for Public Interest Immunity claims made by Victoria Police.
These claims are not yet resolved.



VPL.0100.0151.7215

This document has been redacted for Public Interest Immunity claims made by Victoria Police.
These claims are not yet resolved.

HER HONOUR: Are there any other matters that anyone wishes to
mention?
MR HELIOTIS: No, Your Honour.

HER HONOUR: Thank you.
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