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Royal Commission

into the Management of Police Informants

Statement of James Michael O’Brien

1. My full name is James Michael O’Brien. [ am employed as a General Manager. |

was previously employed by Victoria Police.

2. I make this statement in response to a request from the Royal Commission into

the Management of Police Informants dated 8 March 2019,
Educational background and employment history (Q1)

3. ljoined Victoria Police on 2 February 1977 and retired from Victoria Police on 1
September 2007,

4, | graduated from the Police Academy, Glen Waverley in June 1977. 1 was placed
sixth in a Squad of 23 personnel. | was then stationed for short periods as a
Uniform Constable at Cheltenham, Brighton and Russell Street Police Stations. 1

then performed duty at the following locations:

a) October 1977 to November 1978: Constable, Melbourne District Traffic and
Patrol Division during which time | performed a secondment to the Russell

Street Crime Cars.

b) November 1978 to November 1981: Constable at Mount Waverley Police

Station.

¢) November 1981 to October 1984: Detective Constable at Russell Street
C.I.B.

d) During 1982 [ completed a three month secondment to the Racing Squad as

a Detective Senior Constable.

e) August 1982 to October 1984: Detective Senior Constable at Operation

Bourke.

f) October 1984 to November 1985: Detective Senior Constable at Richmond
CIB.
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Peter

On 9 November 2005, I received a telephone call from
Peter Smith-O
about Ms Gobbo. I have no independent recollection of this

conversation.

Peter Smith-O
On 14 November 2005, I received a telephone call from

PeerSm™®in which he reported to me information that the SDU had received from

Ms Gobbo. I recorded that information in my diary. Milad Mokbel had a contact

within the AFP who was leaking information.

On 21 November 2005, | relocated my office from M.D.LD. to the Purana Task

Force.

On 22 November 2005, I held a briefing for Operation Posse. [ prepared a
briefing document which set out the broad range of investigations to be

undertaken by the Purana Taskforce as part of Operation Posse:*

a) Operation Sages - Bassam and Mohammed Oueida
b) Operation Quilis - N - [

) operason vosse-
e) Operation Posse - [ R EE NN

0 operation posse -

g) Exploit opportunities to develop RHS and Witnesses eg _ prior
to appeal.

These operations were in addition to a number of outstanding ongoing homicide

investigations.

In the briefing document, I noted the importance of confidentiality, particularly
with regard to Ms Gobbo. The briefing note states that “RHS issues in this
operation are so critical that the risk has been assessed as extreme”. The

registered human source ! was referring to was Ms Gobbo.
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get. [ was also told that -vas going to put up the security camera later
that day.

reen-0

152. At11.23am on 16 April 2006, | received a telephone call from &
Green®  in which he reported to me information that the SDU had received from

Ms Gobbo. I recorded the following information in my diary:

a) -went to Bunnings -

b) He gave Ms Gobbo the receipt to get rid of.

c) He had purchased 50 meters of black plastic; pine square edging; a staple

gun; staples and nails. Payment time was 2.28pm.

d) He had asked Ms Gobbo to get rid of the receipt. He said that he can’t get
the-until Tuesday and still had to drill a hole in the wall for the

security camera.,

e) -said to Ms Gobbo that he would come out Df-un -
_ and would have steak dinner with her.

f) He told Ms Gobbo that he was _

153. I provided this information to Detective Sergeant Flynn. Flynn then went to
-and located the drug lab, which we then put under surveillance.

154. Locating the lab was a significant breakthrough in the investigation. It meant that
all available resources were required and all our efforts were focussed on
observing the lab and ensuring that we were ready to make arrests when the
timing was right. From this date until -was arrested all members of the
Posse investigation were on active duty or on standby for the arrest. The lab was
under constant surveillance. | was working extended hours to coordinate the

operation and was receiving regular updates.

155. On 17 April 2005 at 5.11pm, | made a call to ®**"° in which

he reported to me information that the SDU had received from Ms Gobbo. |

recorded the information in my diary. _ The first

was MDMA for|| ] The second was methamphetamine for Milad
and Horty Mokbel.
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156. On 18 April 2006 at 9.30am, | received a call from **"° in
which he reported to me information that the SDU had received from Ms Gobbo. |
recorded the information in my diary. [ ihad said that he was doing

- work today. This was code for going into-

157. On 18 April 2006 at 5.00pm, [ attended a regular briefing with Assistant
Commissioner Overland, Detective Superintendent Blayney and Detective
Superintendent Collins. During this meeting, | informed them that- was
under surveillance and that he was about to_ at any time. My notes
refer to a discussion as to a “resolution” regarding - This is a reference
to whether we were going to Offer- a plea deal in exchange for his

assistance. [t was agreed that we would meet with the OPP to discuss this.

Peler Smith-0
158. That evening, | spoke with on two occasions in which

he reported to me information about -and _

Smith-O

159. On 19 April 2006 at 8.16am, | received a telephone call from "

PelrSMO - in which he reported to me information that the SDU had received from

Ms Gobbo. I recorded the information in my diary. The information was not

relevant to the investigation.

ndy White-O

Sal
160. On 19 April 2006 at 10.12am, I met with !

and "™ in which they reported to me

Green-0

information that the SDU had received from Ms Gobbo. I recorded that

information in my diary. It related to a number of different matters:

a) -athcr had been diagnosed with cancer and had been given a

timeframe - worst case 6 weeks.
b) -had never had an accountant -vill have it all.
c) _‘ house i-was paid off b_

d) The house had since bccn.;md -pr(:vious_

e) One of- family members had never_
[y

f) Milad has got interview tape re Akl Hammoud.
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