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SITUATION 

1. This Operation is the fourth (4) and fifth (5) phases of Operation
conducted by the Purana Task Force. It is anticipated that further phases may be initiated 
following this phase and dependent upon the execution results. 

2. Phase five (5) directly relates to the following persons: 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
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7. was born on and is recorded at the Victoria 
Police Criminal Records Branch on reference with convictions 

for and assault related offence. He resides at 

8. was born and is recorded at the 
Victoria Police Criminal Records Branch on reference-with prior 
convictions for offences. He resides at-

9. -wasbomon 
Criminal Records Branch on rPT•"'r"''n'"'"' 

He resides at 

and is recorded at the Victoria Police 
with prior convictions for 

after causing a llat

investigators from 
in relation to the 

Hewas 
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investigators discovered he had set up ~ 

during the conduct 
on each occasion. 

12. On -charged 
offences. 

Investigators monitored 

to 

13. Between 21 September 2005 and 26 September 2005, a registered human 
source 21803838 · referred to as RHS) provided information that 

y are involved in the 
and that they have numerous people working for them 

14. On 4 October 2005 an anonymous 
who lives somewhere 

Caller states 
and is driving a dark coloured 
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15. On 2 November 2005 surveillance conducted by the State Surveillance 
Unit revealed and 
entering vehicle He drove to 
where he checked the letter box for mail prior to entering the premises. Later 
day he attended at the-Shopping Centre where he met with-

16. Records held by Vic Roads reveal that motor vehicle-is a-
registered in the name 

17. On 4 December 2005 surveillance conducted 

in motor vehicle 
registration number and met with and an unknown male. 
-drove motor vehicle registration number- to the meeting. 

18. On 9 December 2005 RHS 
~ssession of
- was going to be used for 
further stated that-had '"''""'"'''""''"''"'" 

and would 

20. On 26 December 2005 RHS sta 
is-a male referred to as 
fu~ed that-will 
period. 

25. On 28 December 2005 surveillaiice conducted by the Surveillance Unit 
-in vehicle-to the 

report on baiL 

26. the Surveillance Unit 
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and got 
later returned to the above address got 

then attended at the-S · Centre 
where he met with- Upon leaving 

was carrying a white bag. 
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27. On 12 January 2006 RHS stated that 
and and is '"'"'"'" CUJ.F, 

is an associate of 
gained 

28. Between 29 December 2005 and 19 January 2006 RHS stated 
was about 
-2005 and that the 

29. Between4 January 2006 and 22 January 2006 monitoring of 
telecommunications service pursuant to 
Telephone Intercept 

30. On 10 February 2006 RHS and a male known as
and 

through the 
and 

31. have identified-referred to in the previous 
is a close and trusted associate o~having 

in.. was on- It is believed that- it 
behis-

32. On 11 February 2006 the State Surveillance Unit observed vehicle-
outside the-address 

33. On 13 Febmary 2006 RHS stated-and-were about to 
had to wait for a supply o~prior to 

The RHS further stated that-had 

34. On 23 Febmary 2006 RHS stated 
-and is in a position to start 
stated that he was going to 

d because 
would be collected 

in an unknown motor vehicle 
to the location where he is 

currently has-of 
The RHS further 

as he did during the-
The RHS further stated 

to avoid police detection. 

35. RHS also stated tha~would be assisted in the 
by and supplie~ with 

36. On 24 Febmary 2006 telephone· 
commenced for telephone mobile number 
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37. On 27 February 2006 the State Surveillance Unit observed-driving 
vehicle with a female passenger 
believed to be referred to as 

where the female exited the vehicle. 

38. 
met with 
McDonalds 

40. 

in the vehicle. 

2006 RHS stated that on-2006 at 10.00 
(hereinafter referred to as in the 

A couple of hours later 
in the McDonalds car park situated i~ 

was concerned that -will take 
and he will be left out of the 

to assist him 

41. On 17 March 2006 RHS stated of-
-waiting to be 

2006 surveillance conducted by the State Surveillance Unit 
· vehicle- He was observed to park this vehicle 

address and enter the premises. 
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observed vehicle- in the car park of 
Surveillance on this vehicle then observed 

UU.'-1HzS towards and subsequently entering this 

45. On 10 April2006 RHS stated that observed police presence _in 
the- area and had parked his vehicle in car park to assist 
in identifying police surveillance. further stated that he believed the 
police had him under surveillance because and that 
he believed the location 

2006 investigators received information from a RHS 
that an associate of the 

c1"Ar<>r1 m a 
Investigators observed this vehicle, 
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-parked at the service station. During the course of surveillance 
investigators observed - at the service station removing containers from the 
rear of that vehicle, before returning them to the vehicle. During surveillance 

- was observed to collect the vehicle and meet and perform anti-
surveillance teclmiques in the immediate vicinity of the service station. They 
observed and another person-(hereinafter referred to as 

meet in an w~ the 
were passed to 

uniform members and the 
exhibits processed by detectives 
-from 

approximately 

47. On 2006 investigators met with- at his request, and he 
stated that he wanted to clear the air and confirm he was not being investigated. 
The meeting was monitored by surveillance operatives and recorded. 

2006 the RHS stated that 
from the -location 

49. On 14 April2006 RHS stated that the new location 
in the-area, in close proximity to m a vacant 

that was renovated and that-was in the process of 
The RHS also stated that-had paid 
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SO. area on-2006 identified 
the address as the above description. Whilst 
conducting surveillance investigators could hear the sound of a loud noise, similar 
to the sound of a hammer drill emanating from the premises. Investigators also 
observed to be on in the premises. At this time investigators observed 
vehicle arked in the rear yard of the premises. 

51. On - 2006 surveillance conducted on the rear of 
~d vehicle to reverse into the back yard 
premises and- and exit. Both were then observed to unload 
numerous items including from the rear of the vehicle into the 
premises. Both were then observed to exit then re-enter the on a number 
of occasions. was observed to use a or similar to 
through the of the building. 

52. On-2006 surveillance conducted in the vicinity 
~d- and other unknown males arriving at and entering 

the premises. All remained at the premises for approximately 4 hours before 
leaving. 

VPL.0099.0056.0008 

2006 surveillance conducted in the vicinity of
observed- and - attend at the premises. Both 

spent in excess of 9 hours at the premises constructing an enclosed area around the 
rear door. 

prermses. 

2006-and
by members attached to the 

nr<>·rnH~t was executed at the address and a located. 
arrested and interviewed at St Kilda Road Police Complex. 

56. As a result of this arrest investigators have been in received further information in 
regards to the involvement of-in the Further evidence has 
been obtained through the use of 
surveillance devices in respect to the involvement 

and associates in the 
vu<:CHVI.lL Victoria. 
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2006-contacted 
subsequently met · 

press worth 
he would do this for want to complete 

all at once. the-in 

58. to take lace at 

wi~t!!l 
inform 

It is envisaged 
"--'~C<.lH>" to the price to be paid for the 

· him with-of the 
area handed over. will obtain the money from 

indicated that he has access to such an amount of money and 
provide him with to use in a subsequent 

59. -for-is being provided by-and monitoring of the meeting is 
taking ~ough the use of listening devices. 

60. Surveillance of the property is being undertaken by the State Surveiilance Unit. 

61. The proposed course of action is to allow the exchange of money 
-thecollectionof by-and for 
the address. 

62. A tactical assessment will then be undertaken by the Forward Commander, with the 
entry and arrest of to be executed by the SOG at the home address. 

63. A simultaneous search warrant will also be executed at 
and other persons identified as offending against 

Act arrested at the discretion of the relevant Forward Commander. 

ina
telephone 

It is planned that members from the following areas will be utilised in this Operation: 

MDID 
Pur ana Task Force. 

10 Members 
31 Members 
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MISSION 

To safely arrest the targets found offending the 
Act. 

VPL.0099.0056.001 0 

To safely execute a Search Warrant at the target addresses and to collect all of the available 
evidence to enable the successful prosecution of the targets and any other persons arrested 
during this operation. 

Command structure for this Operation will be as follows: 

Operations Commander: 

Forward Commander: 

Deputy Forward Commander: 

Investigation Leader: 

Detective Superintendent GRANT 
Call Sign: Blue 104 
Mobile Tel 

Detective Acting Inspector O'BRIEN 
Call Sign: Blue 150 
MobileT 

Detective Inspector RYAN 
Call Sign: Blue 710 
Mobile Tel: 

Detective Acting Senior Sergeant FLYNN 
Call Sign: Blue 720 
Mobile Tel: 

All an·ests made will be at the discretion of the Forward Commander. 

All offenders are to be conveyed to the MDID offices located on the 12th floor of 412 St. Kilda 
Road, Melbourne for processing. The goods lift should be utilised to transfer suspects from 
the ground floor to the MDID offices. 

The following Search warrants have been issued:-
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After the arrest of the targets nominated members will regroup at the Purana Taskforce and 
arrangements made for the execution of further search wanants, as deemed appropriate by the 
investigation leader. 

Appropriate Task Force personnel will be directed to prepare affidavits and obtain any further 
Search Wanants deemed necessary. 

If any search warrant is executed and no person is found present, the Command Post is to be 
advised. The local Divisional Supervisor and Forward Commander will be notified to attend. 

The Command Post will inform the On-Line Supervisor and relevant Divisional Supervisor of 
the intention to execute any search warrants. 

The Command Post must be immediately notified of any damage caused in the execution of 
any search warrant and will arrange for the attendance of the local Divisional Supervisor as 
per the Operating Procedures Manual. 

Any request for support services are to be made through the Command Post. 

Searches of persons, vehicles and premises should be canied out in a thorough and methodical 
manner. 

All searches should be conducted in the presence of the offender to afford the best possible 
evidentiary value regarding any exhibits found and to reduce the potential of complaints 
against members. 

Consideration should be given to fingerprint and DNA evidence when conducting searches 
and due care should be given to the handling of exhibits in this regard. All mobile telephones 
and associated paperwork are to be seized. 

It is the responsibility of team leaders to nominate the Exhibits Officer who must record all 
exhibits in an exhibit log. The Exhibits Officer is responsible for continuity of the exhibits 
until details are entered into the PB and the exhibits are lodged at EMU or otherwise secured. 
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It is the team leader's responsibility to check and ensure accuracy of the exhibit log pri_or to 
leaving the scene. It is also desirable that any relevant offender be afforded the opportumty to 
sign the exhibit log at the completion of the search. 

All exhibits are to be photographed in-situ prior to being cotlected and labelled. The team 
leader is responsible for nominating a member to take photographs and maintain a 

photographic log. 

Cash Seizures 

If cash monies of $1,000 or more are located during any search, the Command Post is to be 
notified immediately. An officer will be required to attend and count such money as per 
C1ime Department Instructions. 

Brief C~ordinator 

Detective Senior Constable Paul ROWE is the brief co-ordinator for this Operation. 

Casu~lties 

Injuries to any persons throughout the course of the Operation are to be brought to the 
immediate attention of the Command Post. 

Relevant hospital locations are as follows: 

Royal Melbourne Hospital (Mels: 2BA 7) 
Grattan Street Parkville (Region 3 Division 2) 
Phone: (03) 93504755 

(03) 93427000 

Sunshine Hospital 
Furlong Road, St. Albans 
Phone: (03) 83451333 

(Mcls: 26E5) 

Any request for an ambulance is to be made via Intergraph. The following channels apply: 

Op~ratioual Safety Principles 

All members involved in this Operation are to be OSTT qualified and must carry their 
appropriate departmental firearm. All members issued with firearms must also carry an ASP 
baton and 0/C spray. 

Members must carry and use firearms in accordance with the current OSTT instructions. The 
operational safety principles are to be strictly adhered to and are of paramount importance. 

In the event of a firearms incident, the Operations Commander must be immediately notified 
and members are to secure the crime scene pending his arrival. Any injured person is to be 
conveyed to hospital via ambulance immediately. The Forward Commander will take 
responsibility for the initial control of the scene. 
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Declaration of Informers, Covert Operatives, ~Telephone Intercepts, or Surveillance 
Devices/Techniques 

At no time is any member pennitted to divulge any infonnation relating to the involvement of 
infonners, police covert operatives, telephone intercepts, or surveillance devices/techniques 
without the express permission of the Investigation Leader, Detective Acting Senior Sergeant 
FLYNN. 

Situation Reports 

The Command Post is to be updated of all relevant events immediately. 

Pursuits 

No pursuits are to be initiated during this Operation other than at the direction of the Forward 
Commander. He will assume the initial role of pursuit controller until such time as an arrest is 
made or an open police channel is notified and a local supervisor assumes that role. 

Media 

The Operations Commander in consultation with the Forward Commander will be responsible 
for the coordination of any media releases in relation to the Operation. 

ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS 

Supply and Assembly of Personnel 

The supply, briefing and dismissal of personnel is listed below: 

Supply: 

Briefing: 

De-Brief: 

Dismissal: 

Dress 

See Appendix "A". 

A briefing for this Operation will be held at a time, date and location to 
be nominated. 

A de-brief will be held at a time to be advised. 

No member will be dismissed without the consent of the Forward 
Commander. 

Standard dress will be worn. For all searches and any arrest situation, police tabards or 
ballistic vests with the police sign clearly displayed are to be worn by all members involved. 
Appropriate Clandestine Laboratory safety clothing is to be worn by members entering 
suspected clandestine laboratories. 

14 

This document has been redacted for Public Interest Immunity claims made by Victoria Police. These claims are not yet resolved.



VPL.0099.0056.0014 

All members are to ensure that they are equipped with the minimum required operational 
safety equipment including certificate of identity, firearm, ASP baton, 0/C spray, handcuffs, 
notebook and police tabard or ballistic vest. Team leaders are to ensure that they have access 
to a portable or mobile radio whilst in the field. All equipment is to be signed out by 
individual members during the Operation. 

Task Forced members will utilise office vehicles other than covert vehicles for the Operation. 
In the event that members from outside the task force are deployed members will use vehicles 
from their respective work locations. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

The principal command channel for this Operation will be 

DISTRIBUTION 

Assistant Commissioner (Crime) OVERLAND 
Detective Superintendent GRANT 
Det. Inspector RYAN 
Det. Ag. Inspector O'BRIEN 
Det. Ag. Snr. Sergeant FLYNN 
Inspector ELLIOTT 
Detective Senior Sergeant O'CONNOR 
Detective Senior Sergeant CONNOR 
Detective Sergeant BATESON 
Detective Sergeant JOHNSON 

Detective Sergeant Grant KELLY 
Detective Sergeant COGLHAN 
Acting Sergeant SPARGO 
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Supplv of Personnel 

Tasked Operations- Purana Task Force 
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Operations Commander: 

Call Sign: 

Mobile Telephone: 

Location: 

Duties: 

Detail One 

BLUE 104 

Detective Superintendent GRANT 

Blue 100 

VPL.0099.0056.0016 

Appendix B 
Annexure 1 

Detail Sheet 1 

16th Floor, St Kilda Road Police Complex 

Operations Commander 
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Forward Commander: 

Call Sign: 

Mobile Telephone: 

Location: 

Duties: 

Detail Two 

BLUE 150 

Detective Acting Inspector O'BRIEN 

Blue 150 

Brunswick 

Forward Commander 
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Forward Commander: 

Call Sign: 

Mobile Telephone: 

Location: 

Duties: 

Detail Three 

BLUE 710 

Detective Inspector RYAN 

Blue 710 

Brunswick 

Forward Commander 
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Command Post: 

Call Sign: 

Telephone: 

Location: 

Duties: 

Detail Four 

BLUE 700 

Sergeant Steve SPARGO 

Blue 700 

Command 

16th Floor, St Kilda Road Police Complex 

Coordinate Operation from Command Post. 
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Appendix B 
Annexure 4 

Detail Sheet 4 

Maintain a log of events and provide analytical assistance 
where required. 

Monitor base radio station and provide analytical assistance 
where required. 
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Detail Five 

BLUE 701 

Arrest T earn/Search: FBET Qual 

D/A/S/Sgt FLYNN Yes 
Sergeant TRICHIAS Yes 
D/S/C MILLER Yes 
D/S/C ROWE Yes 
D/S/C HANTSIS No 
D/S/C NIBLETT Yes 

D/Sgt COUGHLAN Assets 
D/S/C ROBINSON Assets 

Call Sign : Blue 701 

Mobile Telephones: 

Duties: 
from SOG operatives for offences 

• Conduct a search of the premises at Brunswick. 

• Seize property derived from the proceeds of crime i.e. vehicles. 

Vehicle: Purana 
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Arrest team/Search: 

iGriffin-DS I 
§It PARRbR 

Call Sign: 

Mobile Telephones: 

Duties: 

Detail Six 

BLUE 702 

FBET Qual 

Yes 
No 

Blue 702 

• Take Custody of- from vicinity 
to pre-determined location. 

Vehicle: Purana 
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Arrest Team/Search: 

Detective Sergeant KELLY 
Detective Sergeant JOHNSTON 

D/S/C-
D/S/C UPTON 
D/S/C JOHNS 
D/S/C 

D/S/C CHIPPENDALL 

Call Sign: 

Mobile Telephone: 

Duties: 
• Attend 

Detail Seven 

BLUE 703 

FBET Qual 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Assets 
Assets 

Blue 703 

Coburg. 

• Execute a level 1 search warrant at that address. 

• ~ects found offending against the 
--Act 

• Conduct a search of the premises. 

Vehicle: MDID Unit 1 
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Arrest Team/Search: 

D/S/C FITZGERALD 
D/S/C MERCER 

Call Sign: 

Mobile Telephone: 

Duties: 
• Provide security at 

Vehicle: Purana 

Detail Eight 

BLUE 713 

FBET Qual 

No 
No 

Blue 713 
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1. Arrest Team/Search: 

0/Sgt BATESON 
0/S/C KERLEY 

Call Sign: 

Mobile Telephone: 

Duties: 
• Provide security 

Vehicle: Purana 

Detail Nine 

BLUE 714 

Yes 
No 

FBET Qual 

Blue 713 
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DETAIL CONTACT NUMBERS 

DETAIL 

Detective Superintendent GRANT (Blue 1 04) 
Detective Acting Inspector O'BRIEN (Blue 150) 
Detective Inspector RYAN (Blue 710) 
Sergeant Steve SPARGO (Blue 700) 

........... '-l':WL.>.<>.LL-'---'--'....L.LL..1....L.W.J..!o....._._lo.L..\,) 
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