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1 Introduction 

VPl.0014.0089.0003 

1.1 My full name is Findlay Gerard McRae. I currently hold the role of Executive 
Director of Legal Services with Victoria Police. Annexure A to this statement 
contains my curriculum vitae. 

1.2 I make this statement in response to a request from the Royal Commission 
dated 1 March 2019. It is produced in response to a Notice to Produce. 

1.3 For the purposes of preparing my witness statement, I have reviewed my 
relevant litigation holdings and other relevant documents reiating to my 
invoivement in matters which concerned Nicola Gobbo, including hard copy 
files that I have compiled. My hard copy files have been produced in full. 

Summary of this statement 

1.4 ivly statemenl is divided into eight parts, which I summarise below: 

1.5 Parts 1 and 2 set out my professional background and explain the workings of 
the Victoria Police Legal Services. I have been employed by Victoria Police as 
DirectoriExecutive Director of Legal Services since 2006. The 
Director/Executive Director position is non-operational. In my position, I have 
oversight of around 600 police employees and provide a general counsel type 
function to Victoria Police. Given the size of the organisation, it is not possible 
for me to have personal involvement in every legal matter involving Victoria 
Police. 

1.6 As a non-operational member of Victoria Police, I am not involved in police 
investigations other than to facilitate legal advice. As such, I have not had any 
involvement in any investigation that that had dealings in any way with Ms 
Gobbo. 

1.7 Victoria Police has a number of internal lawyers and frequently briefs external 
iawyers - predominantly the Victorian Government Solicitor's Office (VGSO) -
to provide advice. As I expla;n in Part 2 of my statement, the Victoria Police 
Legal Services Department has changed in the 13 years that I have been 
Director/Execulive Director. 

1.8 In 2011, a change was implemented to the way in which Victoria Police 
engages external legal services, so as to ensure that the Legal Services 
Department has some degree of visibility into all matters in which the VGSO is 
engaged. 

1.9 Part 3 sets out my role in negotiations with Ms Gobbo about 
in the period from June 2009 to ivlarch 2010. It was in June 2009 that I learned 
that Ms Gobbo had provided information or assistance to Victoria Police. 
However, as I set out in Part 3 of my statement, I knew only that she had 
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