VPL.2000.0003.1385_R2



















































VPL.2000.0003.1402

Updated 08/06 VP1092A
DATE TIME DETAIL CONTACT, INFORMATION & TASKING

04-10-08 | 2128 | Return call to x 2958;

e General talk re HS health. She just woke up after a sleep on the
couch.

e Jaw is in bad pain again.

e Con sent her home as she was that bad.

e She did not go to her mum'’s.

Horty Mokbel:

e Horty rang Con today when she was there.

¢ He was speaking to Con about the bail application.

e Tom Reynolds is doing it.

o HS disappointed that he did not say hello to her via Con or ask about
her welfare.

e Told HS that this may be because she has made it quite clear that she
holds him and his brothers responsible for her car fire, he may be
thinking she does not want to hear from him.

e HS says she doesn’t want to speak to him anyway — told good.

e Talk to HS about her ‘wiped spiel’ and how effective she delivered it
back in May / June but she did not finish it off with Tony Mokbel.

¢ Now over time this message has weaned.

e HS agrees and she vows to see Tony Mokbel face to face to wipe him
for ever but says she has just been too sick of late to go down to
Barwon.

e Advised she could do it over the phone. However she is adamant it
has to be done face to face.

SDU management:

e HS depressed about Horty getting off. She asks; what is the point of
all her hard work when all that happens is he gets acquitted.

e General talk re this and that the Purana investigators are devested as
well.

e HS keeps coming back to all the hard work she did on that matter.

e HS just looking for some reassurance and acknowledgement about
what she has done for Vic Pol over the past 3 years.

e Told HS to look at the big picture re this. There are more Horty trials
to come where the evidence is a lot stronger and he is likely to do a
lot of time for.

¢ Reminded her he may have won the fight on this occasion but he will
not win the battle.

e HS agrees. Says she just needs some reassurance after yesterday’s
disappointment.

HS worries that Horty might get bail as his co-offender (Gavanos) got bail
for this case last year.

General talk re this about the remote possibility Horty has of getting bail.

General talk re Steve Drazetic. No funeral date as yet. HS upset at his
passing as she was quite close to him. The funeral will be late in the
week or even Saturday as Steve has interstate family that need to come
down.
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took guests on a cruise down the Yarra River while singer Vanessa Amorosi
kept them entertained.

Karas also mixes with some of Melbourne's highest flyers. In 2005 he joined a
group of others, including one of Australia's richest men, Bruno Grollo, on a
visit to China to undergo stem cell treatment that promised to make them live
longer. The treatment reportedly cost up to $40,000 a session and involved a
series of injections with secret stem-cell activation material.

Then there is multimillionaire day share trader and car enthusiast Leo Khouri,
claimed to be one of Opes Prime's biggest accounts, with shares worth $50
million tied up in the crash. Karas and Khouri were friends until reportedly
falling out in December over a controversial deal over a Melbourne quarry
and waste tip last year that is being investigated by the Australian Securities
and Investments Commission.

Karas says there is no magic formula to his financial success but hard work.
"It is hard work and a lot of luck," he says. "It's a family business."

His biggest break, he explains, came about because his parents were too poor
to join the exodus out of the inner working class suburb Fitzroy in the 1960s
and '70s, when many migrant families moved to new housing developments

on Melbourne's outskirts.

Instead the family stayed put and later Karas began buying Fitzroy properties
while they were still cheap.

The gentrification of Fitzroy and spiralling property prices meant he could
then borrow against those assets to add to his property holdings and later build
his State Securities loans business. "I managed to buy three houses cheap and
they went up with the property boom. I then used that as equity to buy other
properties,” he says.

He now owns houses, a retail complex and nightclub in the inner Melbourne
suburb of Thornbury, and the floor of the LaTrobe Street office building
where he runs State Securities.

His business acumen -- he boasts of having pulled his money out of Opes
Prime just a week before it collapsed after a tip-off -- has earned Karas a

regular seat at Gatto's table at Bourke Street restaurant Society, where the
colourful identity can be found on most days.

Karas also admits he has done well on the share market, often investing in the
same small resources companies as Khouri. He also owns a stake in the
broking company Findlay & Co, which operated at one time out of State
Securities' office and was coincidentally involved in many of the companies in
which Karas and Khouri traded shares.

The charming and fast-talking Karas enjoyed relative anonymity until October
last year, when Purana gangland taskforce detectives went to Victoria's
Supreme Court to seize control of an up-and-coming racehorse under proceeds
of crime laws, alleging the animal was really owned by a member of a
Melbourne crime family.

The horse was three-quarters owned by Karas's wife, Irene Meletsis, despite
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First question — “What should | do about Sol SOLOMON ?” - Told nothing,
will ring HS tomorrow.

Saw KARAM, not interested in SERGI, HS reassessed his involvement to
N/K.

HS had a win in Court with GATTQO’s son this morning, he is en route to see
HS now
TEXT OF ARTICLE FROM HERLAD-SUN INERNET SITE 15-NOV-2008:

THE son of gangland identity Mick Gatto has had a six-month driving suspension
reduced to a month over a car crash that almost killed him.

Justin Gatto, of Lower Plenty, lost control of his BMW and crashed into an
oncoming four-wheel-drive in Parkville on November 28 last year.

He was convicted, fined $1,500 and had his driver's licence suspended for six
months in Melbourne Magistrates Court in July on a charge of careless
driving.

Today his barrister Nicola Gobbo appealed the length of the disqualification
period, arguing in the Victorian County Court it was excessive.

The court was told Gatto - who works at a Brooklyn crane company - needed
his driver's licence now he had recovered from his injuries and had resumed
work full time.

Ms Gobbo said Gatto was seriously injured in the crash, suffering a punctured
lung, a fractured elbow and a dislocated hip.

He spent a month in hospital, including time in intensive care, and almost died
from a blood clot.

Ms Gobbo said the crash happened because Gatto was tired after working and
had nodded off at the wheel in heavy traffic.

He was travelling about 15km/h in a 60km/h zone when his car ran off the
road, mounted a kerb and slid sideways into an oncoming vehicle, she said.

The driver of the other vehicle was treated at the scene for injuries which
included a fractured tailbone.

Ms Gobbo said Gatto had no criminal history and had pleaded guilty at an
early stage.

Judge Barbara Cotterell said the extent of the crash and Gatto's injuries were
surprising given the speed of the crash.

She took into account Gatto needed his licence for work and reduced his licence suspension to
a month, effective today.

(Print article of 06/11/08 includes photo of HS with Justin GATTO O/S Court)
1707 | Rec Missed Call 2958
1725 | Phone 2958

GATTO

HS had a visit from GATTO. To start with, HS very adamant that must not
pass this information on to Purana. Says is telling handler’s this in the
interests of telling handlers everything - HS emphasised & repeated this
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"I don't care who is behind it, but I know one thing - it wasn't us," Mr Gatto
said.

And Mr Gatto was unrepentant about an assault claim during the week, saying
his one regret over the injury of a man he is accused of punching was that it
was not worse.

"I'm sorry he never hit his head a bit harder,"” said Mr Gatto, who maintains
Anton Matijas struck his head on a fridge.

His comments came as Mr Matijas was arrested and charged with multiple
offences. He will remain behind bars until December 18 when his case will be
heard.

Mr Gatto has been named by prosecutors as organising the 1999 shooting of
hitman Peirce in his car in Port Melbourne. Vince Benvenuto, but not Mr
Gatto, has been charged and ordered to stand trial for Peirce's murder.

Mr Gatto was acquitted on the grounds of self-defence of shooting Andrew
"Benji" Veniamin dead.

"Peirce was a friend of mine. Not close, but he was a bloke you used to have a
coffee with every now and then,” Mr Gatto said.

"I had nothing against him. There's no history. He's never done nothing wrong
to me as far as I'm concerned."”

In an in-depth interview, Mr Gatto railed against being dragged into the Peirce
murder trial and said police were trying to blacken his name with the assault
claims of "a lunatic" this week.

Mr Gatto was arrested and interviewed for allegedly assaulting Mr Matijas,
the divorced husband of Mr Gatto's secretary.

Mr Gatto claims the man was hassling his cousin, Matt Tomas, who manages
Elite Cranes.

"They (the police) came and arrested me over a minor assault and there's 11 of them in three
cars coming down there like Starsky and Hutch."
FEATURE ARTICLE FROM HERLAD SUN 30/11/08 by Liam HOULIHAN

EVERY morning Dominic ""Mick" Gatto wakes up - a free man in a big suburban
mansion - and casually wonders whether today will be the day.

From the inside, his multi-million-dollar Lower Plenty compound could be a
typical suburban idyll.

There are white walls dotted with family pictures, newspapers spread on a
table, a coffee machine.

But mounted security screens displaying every inch of Chateau Gatto and its
perimeters are a jarringly out-of-place reminder of a life less ordinary.

Mick Gatto is the last prominent underworld figure standing - not dead or in
prison - after a brutal gangland war that claimed dozens of lives.

Nicknamed "the Teflon don", Mr Gatto has embraced la dolce vita since his
release from prison more than three years ago.
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Good meals, big cigars, gold jewellery, fast cars, flashy threads and
braggadocio have been in no short supply.

But the spectre of further trials over other gangland murders has constantly
loomed on Mr Gatto's horizon.

So, too, has the possibility of another shot in the underworld war - which has
been quiet of late - being fired in his direction.

But Mr Gatto insists he is not preoccupied with the immediate threats of either
jail or a stray bullet.

"I walk with my head held high because I know I've done nothing wrong," he
says.

"If it happens, so be it."

Mr Gatto, in shades with a giant cigar holding court on the Bourke St footpath
outside the Society restaurant, has become a common sight for Melburnians.

But the defiant gesture to his enemies and critics leaves him wide open to a
gunman with a grievance.

"If someone's silly enough to come and do that, well, so be it. I mean there's
not much | can do about it," Mr Gatto says.

"I'm not going to change my life or be on my toes all the time worrying about
what's going to happen.”

The surveillance screens that are mounted not only in the kitchen, but also in
the home gym and bedroom, reveal the reality and concern behind the tough
talk.

But Mr Gatto has a posthumous barb if the gangland war or someone trying to
make a name for themselves were to take him out.

"If someone's silly enough to do something like that for no reason, well that's
their problem. I will come back and haunt them," he says.

A number of times a week a procession of luxury vehicles negotiate their way
through the streets of Melbourne's northeast.

The bulky, tattooed men in the cars are Mr Gatto's friends, passing golf
courses and sun-baked McMansions to a soundtrack of early morning magpie
calls.

The cars make their way down Mr Gatto's cul de sac - a strategic dead-end -
up his raised driveway and announce their arrival through an intercom.

A big, heavily fortified gate slides open, the cars drive in and it immediately
closes behind them.

Among the visitors are Mr Gatto's trainer, a wirey white-haired Italian, who
runs a suburban boxing ring.

The men are there for a vigorous early morning spar and training session in
Mr Gatto's gym and ring.
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Jeff Fenech is sometimes among the dawn patrollers who punch bags and each
other under the watchful gaze of images of Muhammad Ali and a younger,
leaner, black-haired version of their host.

Mr Gatto came up as a heavyweight on Melbourne's mean streets, punching
out opponents in the ring and out of it.

When the bell rings for the regular morning pugilists at Chateau Gatto, it's out
the back next to Gatto's pool for a rejuvenating smoke.

The tattooed sweaty men slump on outdoor chairs and couches, pug dogs
running between their legs.

The pugs are the nice little dogs inside the inner fence.
The less nice, not-so-little ones patrol the perimeter.

Conversation, ribbing and current affairs ensue through a veil of cigar and
cigarette smoke and over short-black coffees in tiny glasses.

Since his acquittal of the murder of one-time friend and gun-for-hire Andrew
"Benji" Veniamin, Mr Gatto has been a free citizen.

A thinner Mr Gatto celebrated his release from jail with food, friends and
family and had his barrister's name - Robert Richter - tattooed on his chest.

Freed from the the prison diet, he has been growing steadily bigger.

But scratch the surface of the ostentatious displays of wealth, bravado and
humour and Mr Gatto is aware and unhappy about what hangs over him.

The Purana taskforce, established to clean up the underworld's trigger-happy
and increasingly brazen actions, regard Mr Gatto as the one that got away.
And they believe he organised the 1999 murder of hired gun Victor Peirce.

PROSECUTORS claim the shooter in that hit was Veniamin, now dead, and
Faruk Orman, for whom Mr Gatto held a legal fundraiser earlier this year, was
the getaway driver.

Mr Gatto's friend, Vince Benvenuto, is being tried for allegedly setting Peirce
up, but the authorities' real glittering prize would be a Gatto prosecution.

In the meantime, an angry Mr Gatto wants to stop his name being raised in
court unless he is charged.

"I'm sick of it. It rears its head always around Christmas time or school
holidays or whatever. They always time it well," he says.

"That's the only thing that bothers me. It's the family that get the brunt of it.
We're all built different and I just wish they'd get f----- and leave me alone,"”
he says.

But the relationship between Mr Gatto and the police is a mutually infuriating
one. His continued public presence - with him happily playing the cocksure
dapper don - is a provocation to the Purana taskforce.

It's a typically Melbourne situation of war by other means on both sides that
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